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KK Holy Blossom, Tishrei 5784, Shabbat Bereshit 

" And God created Adam in God's image" 
 

 בראשית רבה ח, א 

אמֶר אֱלֹהִים מֵנוּ  "וַיֹּ צַלְּ נַעֲשֶה אָדָם בְּ

מוּתֵנוּ"   , ]...[)בראשית א, כו(כִדְּ

שָעָה שֶבָרָא  עָזָר בְּ יָה בֶן אֶלְּ מְּ אָמַר רַבִי יִרְּ

ן,  הַקָדוֹּש בָרוּךְ הוּא אֶת אָדָם הָרִאשוֹּ

תִיב  , הֲדָא הוּא דִכְּ רָאוֹּ ס בְּ גִינוֹּ רוֹּ דְּ אַנְּ

רָאָ"   )בראשית ה, ב( קֵבָה בְּ  ."םזָכָר וּנְּ

שָעָה שֶבָרָא  מָן, בְּ מוּאֵל בַר נַחְּ אָמַר רַבִי שְּ

יוּ  ן, דְּ הַקָדוֹּש בָרוּךְ הוּא אֶת אָדָם הָרִאשוֹּ

רוֹּ וַעֲשָאוֹּ גַבִים, גַב  נִסְּ , וְּ רָאוֹּ צוּפִים בְּ פַרְּ

כָאן.  גַב לְּ כָאן וְּ  לְּ

תִיב  הָכְּ וַיִקַח  ")בראשית ב, כא(:  אֲתִיבוּן לֵיהּ וְּ

תָיו עֹּ הִי, "אַחַת מִצַלְּ רוֹּ רֵין סִטְּ ן מִתְּ הוֹּ , אֲמַר לְּ

אַתְּ אָמַר  צֶלַע " )שמות כו, כ(: הֵיךְ מָה דְּ וּלְּ

כָן נָא וגו'."הַמִשְּ כְּ טַר מַשְּ לִסְּ מִינַן וְּ גְּ תַרְּ  , דִמְּ

 

Midrash Bereshit Rabbah 8:1 

Said Rabbi Yirmiyah ben Elazar: In the hour when the 

Holy One created the first human, He created him 

[as] an androgyne/androginos, as it is said, “male and 

female He created them”.  

Said Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani: In the hour when 

the Holy One created the first human, He created 

him a double-faced (di-prosopon), and sawed him and 

made him backs, a back here and a back there, as it is 

said, “Back and before/ You formed me” [Ps 139:5].  

They objected to him: But it says, “He took one of 

his ribs” [Gn 2:21]! He said to them: [It means] “[one] 

of his sides”, just as you would say, “And for the side 

of the Tabernacle” [Ex 26:20], which they translate “for 

the side”. 

 

 משנה, ביכורים ד, א 

רָכִים שָוֶה לַאֲנָשִים,  ס יֵש בוֹּ דְּ גִינוֹּ רוֹּ דְּ אַנְּ

רָכִים שָוֶה לַנָשִים,  יֵש בוֹּ דְּ רָכִים  וְּ יֵש בוֹּ דְּ וְּ

רָכִים אֵינוֹּ שָוֶה   יֵש בוֹּ דְּ נָשִים, וְּ שָוֶה לַאֲנָשִים וְּ

לֹא לַנָשִים   . לֹא לַאֲנָשִים וְּ

Mishnah Bikurim 4:1 

The hermaphrodite is in some ways like men, and in 

other ways like women. In other ways he is like men 

and women, and in others he is like neither men nor 

women.  

 

 משנה, ביכורים ד, ה 

לֹא לַנָשִים:  כֵיצַד אֵינוֹּ שָוֶה לֹא לַאֲנָשִים וְּ

לָתוֹּ לֹא  לֹא עַל קִלְּ אֵין חַיָבִים לֹא עַל מַכָתוֹּ וְּ

אֵינוֹּ נֶעֱרָךְ לֹא  לֹא כַנָשִים, וְּ כַאֲנָשִים וְּ

אִם אָמַר "הֲרֵינִי נָזִיר  לֹא כַנָשִים, וְּ כַאֲנָשִים וְּ

לֹא אִשָה" אֵינוֹּ נָזִיר. רַ  בִי שֶזֶה לֹא אִיש וְּ

מָהּ  נֵי עַצְּ רִיָה בִפְּ ס בְּ גִינוֹּ רוֹּ דְּ מֵר: אַנְּ מֵאִיר אוֹּ

רִיעַ עָלָיו אִם  הַכְּ לוּ חֲכָמִים לְּ לֹא יָכְּ הוּא וְּ

טוּם אֵינוֹּ כֵן,  הוּא אִיש אוֹּ אִשָה. אֲבָל טֻמְּ

עָמִים שֶהוּא אִשָה עָמִים שֶהוּא אִיש פְּ  :פְּ

Mishnah Bikurim 4:5 

And in what is he different from both men and 

women?One does not burn terumah if it came into 

contact with his discharge, Neither is he liable for 

entering the temple while impure, unlike men or 

women. He must not be sold as a Hebrew slave, 

unlike men or women. He cannot be evaluated, unlike 

men or women. If one says: “I will be a nazirite, if he 

is neither a man nor a woman,” then he becomes a 

nazirite. Rabbi Yose says: the hermaphrodite is a 
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 unique creature, and the sages could not decide about 

him. But this is not so with a tumtum (doubtful), for 

sometimes he is a man and sometimes he is a woman. 

Plato, Sympisum, Aristophanes’s Speech 

For the original human nature was not like the present, but different. The sexes were not two as 

they are now, but originally three in number; there was man, woman, and the union of the two, 

having a name corresponding to this double nature, which had once a real existence, but is now 

lost, and the word "Androgynous" is only preserved as a term of reproach. In the second place, the 

primeval man was round, his back and sides forming a circle; and he had four hands and four feet, 

one head with two faces, looking opposite ways, set on a round neck and precisely alike; also four 

ears, two privy members, and the remainder to correspond. He could walk upright as men now do, 

backwards or forwards as he pleased, and he could also roll over and over at a great pace, turning 

on his four hands and four feet, eight in all, like tumblers going over and over with their legs in the 

air; this was when he wanted to run fast. Now the sexes were three, and such as I have described 

them; because the sun, moon, and earth are three;-and the man was originally the child of the sun, 

the woman of the earth, and the man-woman of the moon, which is made up of sun and earth, 

and they were all round and moved round and round: like their parents. Terrible was their might 

and strength, and the thoughts of their hearts were great, and they made an attack upon the gods; 

of them is told the tale of Otys and Ephialtes who, as Homer says, dared to scale heaven, and 

would have laid hands upon the gods. Doubt reigned in the celestial councils. Should they kill them 

and annihilate the race with thunderbolts, as they had done the giants, then there would be an end 

of the sacrifices and worship which men offered to them; but, on the other hand, the gods could 

not suffer their insolence to be unrestrained. 

 

At last, after a good deal of reflection, Zeus discovered a way. He said: "Methinks I have a plan 

which will humble their pride and improve their manners; men shall continue to exist, but I will cut 

them in two and then they will be diminished in strength and increased in numbers; this will have 

the advantage of making them more profitable to us. They shall walk upright on two legs, and if 

they continue insolent and will not be quiet, I will split them again and they shall hop about on a 

single leg." He spoke and cut men in two, like a sorb-apple which is halved for pickling, or as you 

might divide an egg with a hair; and as he cut them one after another, he bade Apollo give the 

face and the half of the neck a turn in order that the man might contemplate the section of 

himself: he would thus learn a lesson of humility. Apollo was also bidden to heal their wounds and 

compose their forms. So he gave a turn to the face and pulled the skin from the sides all over that 

which in our language is called the belly, like the purses which draw in, and he made one mouth at 

the centre, which he fastened in a knot (the same which is called the navel); he also moulded the 

breast and took out most of the wrinkles, much as a shoemaker might smooth leather upon a last; 
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he left a few, however, in the region of the belly and navel, as a memorial of the primeval state. 

After the division the two parts of man, each desiring his other half, came together, and throwing 

their arms about one another, entwined in mutual embraces, longing to grow into one, they were 

on the point of dying from hunger and self-neglect, because they did not like to do anything apart; 

and when one of the halves died and the other survived, the survivor sought another mate, man or 

woman as we call them, being the sections of entire men or women, and clung to that. They were 

being destroyed, when Zeus in pity of them invented a new plan: he turned the parts of generation 

round to the front, for this had not been always their position and they sowed the seed no longer 

as hitherto like grasshoppers in the ground, but in one another; and after the transposition the 

male generated in the female in order that by the mutual embraces of man and woman they might 

breed, and the race might continue; or if man came to man they might be satisfied, and rest, and 

go their ways to the business of life: so ancient is the desire of one another which is implanted in 

us, reuniting our original nature, making one of two, and healing the state of man. 
 

Translated by Benjamin Jowett. Provided by: Project Gutenberg (public domain) 

 

 משנה סנהדרין ד, ה 

ךָ,  לַמֶדְּ חִידִי, לְּ רָא אָדָם יְּ פִיכָךְ נִבְּ לְּ

רָאֵל,  אַבֵד נֶפֶש אַחַת מִיִשְּ שֶכָל הַמְּ

אִלּוּ אִבֵד  מַעֲלֶה עָלָיו הַכָתוּב כְּ

כָל  לָם מָלֵא. וְּ קַיֵם נֶפֶש עוֹּ הַמְּ

רָאֵל[, מַעֲלֶה עָלָיו  אַחַת ]מִיִשְּ

לָם מָלֵא אִלּוּ קִיֵם עוֹּ  [...] .הַכָתוּב כְּ

דֻלָּתוֹּ שֶל הַקָדוֹּש בָרוּךְ  הַגִיד גְּ וּלְּ

ת  עוֹּ בְּ בֵעַ כַמָה מַטְּ הוּא, שֶאָדָם טוֹּ

מִין זֶה לָזֶה,  כֻלָּן דוֹּ תָם אֶחָד וְּ חוֹּ בְּ

כֵי לָכִים הַקָדוֹּש בָרוּךְ  וּמֶלֶךְ מַלְּ הַמְּ

תָמוֹּ שֶל  חוֹּ הוּא טָבַע כָל אָדָם בְּ

אֵין אֶחָד מֵהֶן  ן וְּ אָדָם הָרִאשוֹּ

פִיכָךְ כָל אֶחָד  . לְּ מֶה לַחֲבֵרוֹּ דוֹּ

רָא  בִילִי נִבְּ מַר, בִשְּ אֶחָד חַיָב לוֹּ וְּ

לָם. ]...[  הָעוֹּ

Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5 

Therefore, the Human being was 

created alone, to teach you that 

anyone who destroys one soul [from 

the Jewish people], the verse ascribes 

him as if he destroyed an entire world, 

and anyone who sustains one soul 

[from the Jewish people], the verse 

ascribes him as if he sustained an 

entire world. And to tell of the 

greatness of the Holy One, Blessed be 

He, as a person stamps several coins 

with one seal, they are all similar to each other. But the supreme 

King of kings, the Holy One, Blessed be He, stamped all people 

with the seal of Adam the first, and not one of them is similar 

to another. Therefore, each and every person is obligated to 

say: The world was created for me [...] 
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