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Post-Shloshim Gathering in honor of our beloved teacher, Sh'vat 14t 5784

Rabbi David Ellenson z”I

Talmud Bavli, Ta’anit 5b-6a

When they were taking leave of one another,

[Rav Nahman] said [to Rabbi Yitzhak]:

Master, give me a blessing.

He replied to him:

Let me tell you a parable.

To what is this matter comparable?

to one who was walking through a desert

and who was hungry, tired, and thirsty.

And he found a tree whose fruits were sweet

and whose shade was pleasant,

and a stream of water flowed beneath it.

He ate from the fruits of the tree,

drank from the water in the stream,

and sat in the shade of the tree.

And when he wished to leave, he said:

Tree, tree, with what shall | bless you?

If I say to you that your fruits should be sweet, your
fruits are already sweet;

that your shade should be pleasant,

your shade is already pleasant;

that a stream of water should flow beneath you,

a stream of water already flows beneath you.
Rather, May it be [God’s] will that all saplings,
which are planted from you be like you.

So it is with you -

With what shall | bless you?
If I bless you with Torah,
you already have Torah;

if I bless you with wealth,
you already have wealth;
if | bless you with children,
you already have children.
Rather, may it be God’s will that your offspring shall
be like you.
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